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Readings and Notice Sheet 
Harvest Festival  

3rd October 2021 

This weekend we celebrate Harvest Festival.  We give 
thanks for the wonder of God’s creation and all that God 

provides.  It is also a time for us to reflect on how we can 
be better stewards of the creation and in the way we care 

for the earth and those around us.  
 
 

The Collect 

Creator God,  

you made the goodness of the land, 
the riches of the sea and the rhythm of the seasons; 

as we thank you for the harvest, 
may we cherish and respect this planet and its peoples, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 
Old Testament reading— 

Most readers come to the book of Job with the issue of theodicy at the fore; they desperately 
want nothing more than to understand why bad things happen to good people. 
That is, after all, a question that continually plagues people. Yet for those seeking an answer 
to that question, they will find the book of Job unsettling, at best, because it does not provide 
the kinds of tidy answers we would hope to discover. Because we want the book to say 
something about the human condition, we come to the text with a thoroughly anthropocentric 
focus. Yet the book is not really about Job, per se, the book is about God. In other words, the 
book of Job is unashamedly theological in the strictest sense of the word. The book ponders 
the nature of this God and God’s ways in the world. 
 

A reading from the book of Job 1:1; 2:1-10 

 

There was once a man in the land of Uz whose name was Job. That man was 

blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned away from evil. 

One day the heavenly beings came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan 
also came among them to present himself before the Lord. The Lord said to Satan, 
‘Where have you come from?’ Satan answered the Lord, ‘From going to and fro on 

the earth, and from walking up and down on it.’ The Lord said to Satan, ‘Have you 
considered my servant Job? There is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man who fears God and turns away from evil. He still persists in his 

integrity, although you incited me against him, to destroy him for no reason.’ Then 
Satan answered the Lord, ‘Skin for skin! All that people have they will give to save 

their lives. But stretch out your hand now and touch his bone and his flesh, and he 
will curse you to your face.’ The Lord said to Satan, ‘Very well, he is in your power; 

St Anne with Holy Trinity, Brondesbury 
Confidently sharing the love of Christ 



2 

only spare his life.’ 

So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord, and inflicted loathsome sores on 
Job from the sole of his foot to the crown of his head. Job took a potsherd with which 

to scrape himself, and sat among the ashes. 
Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still persist in your integrity? Curse God, and die.’ 
But he said to her, ‘You speak as any foolish woman would speak. Shall we receive 

the good at the hand of God, and not receive the bad?’ In all this Job did not sin with 
his lips. 

 
New Testament Reading  

The “letter” to the Hebrews is best heard as an early Christian sermon. He acknowledges 
God’s utterances throughout history through the prophets, only to prioritize the definitive 
word that God has spoken in Jesus, referred to throughout this sermon as “Son.” Early 
Christian preachers like our author drew upon Jewish traditions concerning the figure of 
Wisdom to articulate who the Son was and what the Son was doing before “the Word 
became flesh” (John 1:14).  The core of his sermon is his exposition of the person, character, 
achievement, and model of the Son, Jesus.  
This is a particularly striking way to open the sermon when we consider the pastoral 
situation that he addresses. These believers have faced down a great deal of shaming and 
hostility from their neighbours, who disapprove of their withdrawal from the religious and 
social activities that bind a city and its people together (10:32-34), and the pressure isn’t 
going away (12:4; 13:3).  
 

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 1: 1-4; 2:5-12 

 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 

exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 

on high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs. 
Now God did not subject the coming world, about which we are speaking, to angels. 

But someone has testified somewhere, 
‘What are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
   or mortals, that you care for them? 

You have made them for a little while lower than the angels; 
   you have crowned them with glory and honour, 

   subjecting all things under their feet.’ 
Now in subjecting all things to them, God left nothing outside their control. As it is, we 
do not yet see everything in subjection to them, but we do see Jesus, who for a little 

while was made lower than the angels, now crowned with glory and honour because of 
the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 

 
It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing many 
children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 

sufferings. For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one 
Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and sisters, 
saying, ‘I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters, in the midst of the 

congregation I will praise you.’ 
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The Gospel reading from Mark 

Some texts in the Bible, both in the Hebrew and New Testament canons, have been called 
“texts of terror.” Usually, these are texts that scholars consider to be hurtful to 
contemporary sensibilities. There is no shortage of narratives in the Bible that condone 
enslavement, rape, warfare, genocide and trickery, to name just a few. Since biblical texts’ 
influence reaches way beyond their original contexts, their moral world sits at odds with 
contemporary sensibilities or ethical principles. 
Differently put, Scripture—understood as the biblical canon that communities of 
interpretation have historically deemed authoritative—whispers in our ears, and on 
occasion, we hear disturbing words. The task for the interpreters situated on the other side 
of history consists of hearing those whispers and making sense of them in both faithful and 
ethically sound ways. Consider, for instance, those New Testament texts that condone 
enslavement: no amount of biblical exegesis will erase the historical pain that they have 
caused, leaving the contemporary interpreter with the task of figuring out their religious 
message and their relevance.  In Mark 10:2-16 ; asked by the Pharisees whether it is 
legitimate for a man to dismiss his wife, Jesus advocates for a theology that reinforces the 
durability of the marital bond. Mark 10:9 has often been interpreted as the indissolubility of 
marriage in a way that has led different theological traditions to ban the possibility of 
divorce.  One does not have to go far to realize that such interpretations may have been 
misplaced the gospel ethics. Mark 10:28 has the disciples acknowledging that they have 
left everything behind, and Jesus responding (10:29) that those who have left their 
household behind will receive eternal life. As with all biblical text we need to consider the 
context, and listen for what  God is speaking to us today. 
 

Mark 10:2-16 

Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to divorce his 
wife?’ He answered them, ‘What did Moses command you?’ They said, ‘Moses allowed 

a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.’ But Jesus said to them, 
‘Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the 
beginning of creation, “God made them male and female.” “For this reason a man shall 

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one 
flesh.” So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 

together, let no one separate.’ 
 
Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them, 

‘Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if 
she divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.’ 

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the 
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said 
to them, ‘Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these 

that the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the 
kingdom of God as a little child will never enter it.’ And he took them up in his arms, 
laid his hands on them, and blessed them. 

 

Intercessions 

Let us offer our prayers to God for the life of the world 
and for all God’s people in their daily life and work. 
  

God, the beginning and end of all things, 
in your providence and care you watch unceasingly over all creation; 
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we offer our prayers that in us and in all your people your will may be done, 

according to your wise and loving purpose in Christ our Lord. 
Lord of all life: 
hear our prayer. 

  
We pray for all through whom we receive sustenance and life; 

for farmers and agricultural workers, 
for packers, distributors and company boards; 
as you have so ordered our life that we depend upon each other, 

enable us by your grace to seek the well-being of others before 
our own. 

Lord of all creation: 
hear our prayer 

  

We pray for all engaged in research to safeguard crops against disease, 
and to produce abundant life among those who hunger 

and whose lives are at risk. 
Prosper the work of their hands and the searching of their minds, 
that their labour may be for the welfare of all. 

Lord of all wisdom: 
hear our prayer. 
  

We pray for governments and aid agencies, 
and those areas of the world where there is disaster, drought 

and starvation. 
By the grace of your Spirit, touch our hearts 
and the hearts of all who live in comfortable plenty, 

and make us wise stewards of your gifts. 
Lord of all justice: 
hear our prayer. 

  
We pray for those who are ill, 

remembering those in hospital and nursing homes 
and all who are known to us. 
We pray for all who care for them. 

Give skill and understanding to all who work for their well-being. 
We pray for those who we know who seek you healing and comfort at this time 

including Hada, Stephen, Ruth, Michael Ngo, Kay, Michael, Comfort, Joyce, Fr 
Robert, Jean, Isobel, Peter, Pearl, Rute, Ron, Josephine, John, Cecilia and Ruth. 
Nurture in each of us life and hope.  

Lord of all compassion: 
hear our prayer. 
  

We remember those who have died, whom we entrust to your eternal love in the hope 
of resurrection to new life. We pray for those who have died recently including Julia 

and those whose anniversary fall at this time including Josephine Kennedy, Dolly 
Martin, Victor Chapman, Rowena Griffiths and Margaret Heath 
 Rest Eternal Grant unto them O Lord 
And let light perpetual shine upon them 

May they rest in peace And rise in glory 
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God of grace, as you are ever at work in your creation, 

so fulfil your wise and loving purpose in us and in all for whom we pray, that with 
them and in all that you have made, your glory may be revealed 

and the whole earth give praise to you, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Notices 

 
Confirmation  

It was wonderful to have Bishop Pete with us on the 19th 
September and to confirm Ardalan, Layla and Adam.  

Thank you to everyone who helped make this such a special 
day. It was lovely to celebrate together afterwards. 
 

 
Refreshments after Church 

We are now resuming opportunity to share in refreshments after church. It would be 
helpful if you could bring your own cup/mug.  We will be provide tea and coffee—but 
we have less volunteers who are happy to wash up; and we do not have a dishwasher 

(yet) - and the PCC felt that one way to manage this would be if we each bought our own 
cup and took it home again each week.  Thank you for your patience while we trial this. 

 
As part of Creation Season we are inviting the congregation to participate in the 

Prayer Boat for Climate Change 

This project being organised by Young Christian Climate Network (YCCN) and Christian 
Aid.  Environmental change impacts most often on the most poor and vulnerable in the 
world.  This project invites us to join together in prayer, folding prayer boats and adding 

our prayers.  We will display our pray boats in the rotunda from Harvest.  You can read 
more here—and more details will be in church. https://www.christianaid.org.uk/
resources/get-involved/rise-moment-activity-pack 

Instructions for folding origami boats can also be collected from the back of church.  
Please use old paper that needs recycling if you can! 

 
Harvest Supper and Harvest Festival. 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed Harvest Goods and who has 

assisted with the service today and our Quiz Supper last night.  
 

 
 

Covid Guidance for Coming to worship 

 As soon as you enter the building please continue to either wash your hands or use 
the sanitizer provided. 

 We would ask, that if you can please wear a face mask until you are upstairs and 

seated in your chair. It is then your choice if you remove your mask, but please do 
respect those close to you or keep a distance from them. 

 Hymn books will now be available to those who want them, but the screens will also 
be used.  Individuals can choose.  Please do return your book to the stand when you 
leave, please, so no one else has to touch it!. 

This will also be the case with service sheets.  
 The peace may take place. As it is hard to know who would welcome a handshake; the 

suggestion is that we continue as we are – smiling, waving or bowing. 
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 Communion will continue to be administered in the same way, with members of the 

congregation coming forward, and then everyone receiving together once we have 
returned to our seats.  Mother Christine will continue to wear a mask for distribution, 

and we would ask you to do the same.  However, this is your choice. 
The Priest receives the wine on the congregations behalf at present.  

 

Laurence’s Larder 

You can still leave your donations, tinned fish or any non perishable food in the basket at 
the top of the stairs.   
Toiletries and tin food like soup, chopped tomatoes, fish or pot noodles would go a 

long way!  

You can see updates on this work at https://www.laurenceslarder.org.uk  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

We have a number of small ‘tasks’ which if we were able to share the load, would lift the 
burden from a few. Can you please think and pray about whether you might be able to 

help with any of the following: 
 Sunday morning Coffee—serving coffee to others on a Sunday morning on a rota 

basis—and tidying up after everyone is finished. (No washing up at this point—just 

serving and tidying). 
 Wash, Starch and Iron church Linen—this involving washing the linen we use in 

church on Sunday morning. It then has to be ironed in a particular way (it is quite 
relaxing to the right personality type!) It needs done once a month and involves about 
10 small items at a time.  

 Church litter collection—the wind blows and much litter ends up in church carpark 
and in front of the church—might you volunteer to keep this in check!  

 PCC Secretary—we are still trying to find someone who would be willing to take the 
minutes at PCC meeting, then draft them and distribute them. PC skills needed. 

 Tea and Chat—Tea and Chat 2pm—4pm each Friday—would you be willing to help host 

this from time to time with Mo C, or even my yourself! 
 Polishing and cobwebs— while the church is cleaned professionally each week, this 

does not include pictures, weird cobwebs and brass/wood furnishings—particularly in 

the chapel.  This only needs done irregularly—but would you be interested. (Similarly 
our glass safety pains). 

If you are interested in knowing more, or would like to have a go, please speak with 

Mo C.  
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Pastoral News and things for our prayers: 

Congratulations to Megan, Michael and Teddy  on the birth of Baby Rory on 14th 
September.  Please continue to pray for them all. 
Bishop Pete retires as Bishop of Willesden from 30th September. Please pray for him and 
Sarah as they move into the next phase of their lives.  Pray to for the selection committee 
for the New Bishop. 
Please continue to pray for Ardalan, Layla and Adam after their confirmation last 
Sunday. 
 
PCC—Our PCC meets this Thursday 7th October, please pray for them as the 

lead our church community.  

 
 

For our prayers— Hada, Stephen, Ruth, Michael Ngo, Kay, Michael, 

Comfort, Joyce, Fr Robert, Jean, Isobel, Peter, Pearl, Rute, Ron, 
Josephine, John, Cecilia and Ruth. We remember those who have died 

and those whose anniversary of death falls at this time including 
Josephine Kennedy, Dolly Martin, Victor Chapman, Rowena Griffiths and 
Margaret Heath 

 
 

Service this week 

 
Monday 4th October at 2pm—Christian Contemplation on Zoom  

Tuesday 5th October at 8.30am—Morning Prayer in Chapel  
Thursday 7th October at 8.30am—Morning Prayer in Chapel  
Friday 8th October at 8.30am—Morning Prayer in Chapel  

Friday 8th October—9.30am My Move Playgroup resumes  
Friday 8th October at 2pm— Tea and Chat 
 

 
Sunday 10th October 2021– 19th Sunday after Trinity 

8.30am—Morning Prayer in Chapel and on Zoom 
Thought for the Day on Facebook at some point during the morning. 
9.30am — Service of Confirmation—Eucharist in Church  

with Bishop Pete followed by a Reception 
5pm—Service of the Day on Zoom  

Parish contact details 

Vicar:  Mo. Christine Cargill  

email: motherchristinenw6@gmail.com 

Office: 020 7372 6864  Vicarage: 020 7624 5306    

website: www.st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk  

http://st-annes-brondesbury.org.uk/
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